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nationalism and the weakness of small economic units that
European statesmen are likely to examine our system with
greater sympathy than ever before.

There are some who hold the view that there will always
be wars from economic reasons until the whole of the raw
materials produced in Africa and elsewhere by non-self-
governing races are developed upon international lines, and
they demand that when peace comes Great Britain and other
nations should forthwith hand over their Colonial Empires
to be administered by an outside body for the benefit of
everyone. But while it would be very fitting that after the
war a World Economic Conference should endeavour to
secure a sufficiency of raw materials for all nations, it would
seem the height of folly to suggest that native populations,
without their free consent, should be forcibly placed under
the control of some vague international body. The existing
empires in Africa are all developing their backward peoples
in varied ways, and if those peoples were suddenly transferred
to other hands and their problems dealt with in a completely
different fashion, it might put back the rate of their progress
for many years. It is easy to imagine the intrigues and abuses
that would arise under international management, and those
races within the British Empire would at any rate bitterly
resent the abandonment of our trusteeship in favour of some
vague ideal by which they would themselves be the losers.
The accessibility of raw materials to the world is not an in-
superable problem, and we could certainly co-operate in
reasonable schemes for promoting fair distribution without
the necessity of withdrawing our guardianship from humble
but nevertheless most loyal subjects of the British Empire.

It is easy for the ignorant to decry the work of our empire
builders in distant lands and always to ascribe the worsi
possible motives to the men who, so they say, exploit the
native races for filthy lucre; but it is impossible for anyone
to confute the evidence of loyalty and affection to British
rule displayed by the peoples themselves since the outbreak
of war, and we should be quite unworthy of their gratitude
if we were to desert them afterwards at the behest of our
misguided sentimentalists.